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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1957. 

Population 

The  Registrar  General' s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  Home  Population  was 
2,370,  which  was  an  increase  of  20  over  that  of  1956. 

Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  was  32  (l8  male,  14  female),  an  increase  of 
one  over  that  of  1956,  and  the  birth-rate  was  accordingly  13*50;  adjusted 
by  the  Registrar  General' s  Comparability  Factor,  which  provides  comparison 
with  the  rates  of  other  Districts  on  the  basis  of  a  standardised  population, 
the  rate  becomes  13«9;  this  rate  is  lower  than  that  of  16.51  for  England 
and  Wales. 

St ill -Births  and  Rate 


There  were  no  still-births,  therefore  the  rate  was  nil.  This  is 
an  index,  in  general  terns,  of  satisfactory  ante-natal  and  obstetric  care. 

Infant  Deaths  and  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

There  were  no  infant  deaths  and  the  rate  was  accordingly  nil. 

This  is  a  very  satisfactory  issue,  and  similarity  for  still-births,  is 
a  general  index  of  adequate  ante -natal  and  obstetric  care  as  most  infant 
deaths  occur  within  the  first  week  from  birth. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  also  makes  a  valuable  contribution  towards 
the  prevention  of  infant  deaths.  The  General  Practitioner  is  mostly 
concerned  with  children  suffering  from  illness,  whereas  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic,  facilities  are  provided  to  observe  and  examine  infants  and  toddlers  who 
may  have  defects  of  nutrition  or  of  physical  health  not  obvious  to  the 
parents.  Advice  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  management  and  feeding  inter  alia, 
are  also  important  factors. 

Maternal  Deaths  and  Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths 
and  that  the  rate  was  therefore  nil. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  Century,  there  were,  throughout  the  Country, 

5  maternal  deaths  for  every  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.  Today, 
there  is  less  than  1 ,  but  this  is  represented  by  approximately  500  deaths. 

The  principal  cause  of  these  deaths  is  Toxaemia  of  pregnancy  many  of 
which,  according  to  a  report  by  the  Central  Health  Services  Council,  are 
avoidable.  Adequate  ante-natal  care  which  would  provide  the  opportunity 
for  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  is  an  essential  safeguard. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  37  (19  male,  18  female), 
and  the  crude  death  rate  was  accordingly  11*39;  adjusted  by  the  Registrar 
General's  comparability  factor,  as  for  births,  the  rate  becomes  10.02, 
which  is  slightly  lower  than  that  of  11.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  cause  of  deaths  was  Heart  Disease  and  Vascular  lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System;  these  are  the  natural  causes  of  death  amongst  the  aged. 
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Coronary , artery  disease  of  the  heart  is,  however,  an  exception,  as  many 
middle-aged  persons  become'  victims.  There  were  8  of  these  deaths,  the  ages 
at  death  having  been,  61  ,  62,  64,  65,  69,  70,  74  and  79  years;  all  were  male 
deaths. 

It  is  thought  that  continuous  strain  and  excessive  tobacco  smoking  are 
contributory  factors. 

There  were  5  deaths  from  Cancer,  i.e.  approximately  11$  of  all  deaths. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  caused  2  deaths,  both  males,  aged  53  and  63  yea.rs. 

The  postulation  that  excessive  smoking  and  atmospheric  pollution  are  important 
contribut  ory  factors  has  many  advocates. 

There  was  no  death  from  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Diseases 


Whooping  Cough 


There  was  a  small  outbreak  of  this  disease,  28  cases  having  been  notified.. 
Although  this  is  a  very  distressing  illness  to  children,  it  is  seldom  dangorous 
to  life  unless  broncho-pneumonia  supervenes  which  is  particularly  dangerous 
in  infants;  also  the  excessive  secretion  of  catarrh  which  occurs  with  the 
disease  may  obstruct  the  bronchi  of  infants  and  cause  partial  collapse  of  the 
lungs.  Infants  should  therefore  be  shielded  from  infection  as  far  as  possible. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  modern 'Vaccines,  which  are  now  available  through 
the  Child  Welfare  Centres,  in  addition  to  these  available  through  the  family 
Doctor,  will  effectively  protect  those  inoculated. 

Measles 

A  small  outbreak  of  this  disease  also  occurred,  22  cases  having  been 
notified.  As  this  disease  is  highly  infectious,  it  is  fortunate  that  it  is 
not  serious  in  the  majority  of  cases.  It  is  only  serious  when  broncho- pneumonia, 
its  chief  complication  occurs,  especially  so  in  infants,  as  in  Whooping  Cough. 

The  pieumonia  occasionally  occurs  before  the  rash  appears,  and  usually  advances 
rapidly.  Treatment  with  modern  antibiotics  is,  however,  usually  specific, 
if  the  disease  has  not  become  too  far  advanced. 

No  vaccine  is  available  for  protection  and  it  would  be  disputed  whether 
it  would  be  desirable  or  practicable  to  use  one  on  a  large  scale  if  available. 

Gamma  globulin,  however,  is  available  from  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
conferring  passive  immunity  and  is  only  of  practicable  value  for  use  on  behalf  of 
a  child  who  is  suffering  from  some  other  serious  illness  and  has  been  exposed 
to  Measles  infection;  if  given  ’within  five  days  from  exposure  it  should  prevent 
the  onset  of  the  illness,  and  if  given  within  several  days  later,  it  should 
moderate  the  attack. 

Poliomyelitis 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  throughout  the  year.  The  patient 
was  a  girl  of  6-g-  years  'who  was  on  holiday  with  her  parents  in  a  caravan. and 
who  was  incubating  the  disease  before  she  arrived.  The  child  developed 
paralyses  and  was  removed  to  a  London  Hospital  near  her  home.  Later  in 
their  home  in  London,  another  child  became  ill  with  paralyses,  and  later  also  the 
mother  who  tragically  died.  It  is  probable  that  the  close  contact  engendered  by 
the  family  living  in  a  Caravan  was  responsible  for  more  than  one  member  of  the 
family  contracting  the  infection. 

No  secondary  cases  outside  the  family  occurred  on  the  caravan . site. 

There  is  firm  ground  for  optimism  that  the  modern  vaccines  will 
effectively  protect  those  inoculated.  Vaccination  with  British,  Canadian 
and  American  vaccines  has  been  proceeding  at  equal  pace  with  the  supply 
of  vaccines,  of  children  between  the  ages  of  6  months  and  15  years,  and  also 
of  expectant  mothers. 
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of  Sonne  Dysentery  which  occurred  within  the  same  family, 

The  source  of  infection  was  not  traceable. 

comparatively  mild  disease,  and  in  many  instances  patients 
their  Doctors.  The  number  of  convalescent  and  chronic  carriers 
not  inconside rable ,  and  occasionally  outbreaks  occur  in 

The  simple  precaution  of  washing  the  hands  after  toilet  and  before  meals, 
in  combination  with  lavatory  hygiene,  prevents  the  spread  of  this  infection. 

Asian  Influenz a 

The  virus  of  this  illness  spread  originally  from  China/ Japan  and  quickly 
became  pandemic.  It  reached  this  Country  early  in  the  Autumn  which  is  an 
unusual  season  for  an  outbreak  of  Influenza.  As  the  disease  was  not  notifiable, 
the  number  of  persons  affected  is  not  known,  but  the  infection  was  wide-spread 
in  the  area. 

The  virus  was  identified  locally  as  Asian  A/England/527/57« 

The  illness,  by  itself,  was  not  serious.  It  usually  began  with  a  high 
temperature,  which  gradually  declined  to  normal  about  the  fifth  day.  The  site 
of  infection  was  the  upper  respiratory  tract,  and  acute  tracheitis  with  a 
severe  unproductive  cough  was  common.  The  period  of  incapacity  was  on  an 
average  from  7  to  14  days. 

The  most  dangerous  complication  was  Fneumonia,  due  to  the  Staphylococcus 
aureus  and  there  were  a  few  fulminating  deaths  in  other  districts  from  t.iis 
cause. 

The  outbreak  tailed  off  before  the  onset  of  the  winter  months  and  although 
there  were  later  a  few  sporadic  cases,  no  second  w ave  of  infection  occurred, 
as  anticipated. 

Tuber culo sis 

One  new  case  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  was  notified  viz,  a  male, 
aged  67  years. 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  non-re spiratory  Tuberculosis,  which  is  an 
index  of  the  safety  of  the  milk  and  meat  supplies. 

No  deaths  'were  registered  which  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment. 

After  a  prolonged  uphill  struggle,  vast  strides  have  been  made  within 
recent  years  towards  the  successful  control  and  treatment  of  this  disease 
which  for  centuries  was  called  the  White  Plague. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your  interest  and 
assistance  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  the  staff  for  their  efficient 
co-operation. 


Two  cases 
were  notified. 

This  is  a 
do  not  consult 
is,  therefore, 
schools. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MARSHALL,  M.  B.  ,  Ch.  B.  ,  D.  P.H. 


STATISTICAL  ATO  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  NOR  1957 


Area:-  1,509  acres 

Registrar-General' s  Estimate  of:- 

The  Resident  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,370 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  According  to  the  Rate  Books  ...  1,013 

Rateable  Value  .o.  ..o  .oo  .o.  o..  L37 ,2 { y 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Social  Conditions 

The  ancient  and  historical  Cinque  Port  Borough  of  New  Romney,  is  today 
predominantly  an  Agricultural  District.  There  are  also  within  the  Borough, 
the  workshops  of  the  Romney,  Hythe,  Dymchurch  Light  Railway  and  a  few  small 
factories.  Part  of  the  boundary  is  formed  by  the  sea  at  Littlestone  where 
there  are  wide  expanses  of  sand  which  attract  many  summer  visitors  and  holiday¬ 
makers.  There  is  almost  no  unemployment,  if  any,  and  social  conditions  may 
generally  be  regarded  as  being  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

VITAL 

STATISTICS 

New  Romney 

England 

Borough 

and 

Total 

M. 

T4 

Wales 

Live 

Births 

32 

18 

14 

Birth  Rate 

13-50 

1  60 1 

(a) 

(b) 

Legitimate 

31 

18 

13 

per  1 ,000 
estimated 
resident 

Adjusted 
Rate  13.5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

population 

Stillbirths 

_ 

Rate  per 

22.4 

(a) 

1 ,000  total 

Legitimate 

— 

— 

— 

( live  and 
still) 

(b) 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

births 

Deaths 

37 

19 

18 

Death  rate 

11.39 

11.5 

per  1 ,000 
resident 

Adjusted 
Rate  10.02 

population 


Deaths  from 

- 

- 

- 

Rate  per 

- 

Not 

Pregnancy,  Child¬ 

1 ,000  ( live 

Available 

birth,  Abortion. 

and  still) 

births. 

• 

Deaths  of  Infants  ' 
under  One  Year  of 

Age. 

(a)  Legitimate  - 

(b)  Illegitimate  - 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  live  births 

O  o  0  • 

■ 

23.0 

Rate  re  legitimate  infants 

0000 

- 

Rate  re  illegitimate  infants 

0  0  0  • 

— 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

0  0  0  • 

5 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

0  0  0  « 

- 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . .  . .  2 

Deaths  from  Measles  . . . „ 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during 
the  year. 


Acute  Primary  or  Influenzal  Fneumonia 
Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

Dysentery 

Measles 


22 

28 

1 

2 

22 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  NEW  ROMNEY  BOROUGH 


DURING-  1 957 


ALL  CAUSES 


Male 

19 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 
3*  Syphilitic  disease 
A.  Diphtheria 

3.  Whooping  Cuugh 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  brinchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 3.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14«  Other  malignant  .and  lymphatic  neoplasm;: 
1 5«  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
1 6.  Diabetes 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24 .  Bronchitis 

23.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
280  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34*  All  other  accidents 

33.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 

1 

2 

8 

1 

1 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  1937 

The  following  is  a  return  of  (A)  the  number  of  children  who  were  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  and  (b)  the  number  of  persons  who  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox,  during  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  1957° 

(A)  DIPHTHERIA  II imi SATI  ON 


Year  of  Birth 

3 

O' 

-A 

UN 

V 

3 

On 

V 

VO 

-A 

oa 

A 
--  ! 

(J\ 

V 

cq 

-  “f” 

CA 

T“ 

ca 

-A 

oa 

V 

r 

lA 

oa 

s— 

LA 

\ 

CAJ 

LA 

ON 

K~ 

u  , 
r 

r* 

A 

LA 

OA 

T— 

LA 

LA 

OA 

V 

VO 

LA 

OA 

r- 

UA 

c 

V 

rH 

Cl} 

-P 

O 

E 

Primary 

Inoculations 

1 

1 

2 

21 

5 

30 

Re-inforcing 
Inoculat ions 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

23 

3 

1 

5 

14 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

(b)  VACCINATION 

0) 

Cl  NA 

o  A 
oa 

Primary 

(D 

pq 

Vaccination 

12 

17 

3 

32 

Re- 

Vaccination 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Immuni  sat  ion 


The  following  is  a  return  of  the  number  of  children  under  che  age  of  15  years 
on  31st  December,  1957,  who  had  completed  a  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before 
that  date  (i.e„,  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1 543 ) • 


Ye ar  of  Birth 
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A1 

KA 

-A 

LA 

VO 

P- 

i — 1 

-1 

Tr 

A" 

-A 

_-i- 

-A 

LA 

LT\ 

LA 

LA 

LA 

LA 

LA 

LA 

P 

OA 

ca 

OA 

OA 

OA 

OA 

OA 

OA 

CA 

OA 

OA 

OA 

CA 

CA 

OA 

O 

T— 

v- 

v- 

T* 

“x 

V“ 

v 

v- 

T~ 

T- 

■v 

T- 

r** 

V"* 

FH 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections 
(whether  primary 
or  booster) 


1953 

-  1957 

19 

22 

11 

5 

17 

55 

42 

41 

45  30  28  29  31  29  5 

409 

1952 

or  earlier 

17 

11 

19 

34 

27 

6 

14 

4 

10  1  ----- 

143 

Poliomyelitis  Vacc inatioi  ,  1  957 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  who  received  a  course  of 
two  injections  against  Foliomyelitis  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957° 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  patients  v;ho  had  not  been  notified  ae 
suffering  from  that  disease* 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREa. 


Housing 

(a)  Number  of  new  houses  erected  -  Private  ... 

Municipal  . .  . 

(b)  Existing  private  houses 

Number  inspected  . . . 

Number  found  requiring  repair  or  abatement  f  nuisance 
Number  found  not  repairable  at  reasonable  cost  . 
Number  rendered  fat  .after  s-  rvice  of  informal  notice 
Number  rendered  fit  after  service  of  Statutory  Notice  , 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ... 

Number  of  Undertakings  cancelled  ... 


13 

Nil 


29 

9 

13 

6 

2 

7 

4 


(c)  Improvement  Grant s 

Applications 
Grants  approved 
Works  done 

Total  cost  of  approved  works 

Total  amount  of  improvement  grant  paid 


2 
2 
2 

716 
£300 


£ 


Water  Supply 


No  known  change  occurred  in  the  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  by  the 
Folkestone  and  District  Water  Company. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Treatment 

No  improvement  took  place  with  regard  to  existing  main  drainage  arrangements. 

The  scheme  by  the  Rivers  Board  to  install  a  pumping  station  at  the  Great stone 
Sea  Outfall  still  remains  on  paper  only 

One  wholetime  pump  attendant  and  sewage  works  operative  is  employed, 
supplemented  at  peak  periods  by  additional  labour 


In  April  the  Council  replaced  their  9  year  old  petrol  driven  800  gallon 
Bedford  suction  tanker  with  a  1,100  gallon  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  diesel  driven 
vehicle  at  a  cost  of  £2336. 


Analysis  of  the  work  done  during  the  calendar  year  reveals  that  the  road 
mileage  of  the  vehicle  was  13,000  miles  and  3,174  loads  were  removed  from  331 
properties. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  in  Little  stone  and  St.  Mary’ s  Bay,  cesspits  are 
situate  in  two  distinct  areas.  Of  the  3,174  loads  dealt  with,  1,683  were  from 
New  Romney  and  1 ,291  from  Great  stone. 

The  amount  of  sewage  to  be  collected  varies  with  the  season  and  rainfall  in 
New  Romney  where  the  population  is  static  -  in  January  196  loads  compared  with 
132  loads  in  June.  But  in  Greatstone  in  summer  these  factors  are  hidden  by  the 

increase  in  number  of  occupied  dwellings.  Hence  for  Greatstone  the  lowest 
figure  per  month  viz  70  loads,  occurred  in  November  and  the  highest  figure  of 
189  loads  occurred  in  August. 

Therefore,  if  -and  when  main  drainage  of  the  ^e  areas  is  considered,  it  would 
appear  that  New  Romney  village  should  take  precedence,  where  existing  cesspit 
emptying  costs  are  concerned.  It  may  be  however,  that  the  capital  cost  of 
sewering  Greatstone  would  be  less  and  hence  take  priority.  The  underground 
conditions  at .  Great  stone  'may  change  with  the  advent , of  bhe  .-pumping  station  for 
surface  water  which  is  mentioned  in  the  Sewerage  section  of  this  report  and 
thus  improve  the  cesspit  problem. 
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The  total  cost  of  this  service  for  the  financial  year  ending  31  st  March, 
1930  was  approximately  £1  ,760.  This  figure  gives  the  average  cost  per 
property  serviqed  as  £3.  3»  0;  the  cost  per  load  as  1l/ld;  the  cost  per 
mile  2/6 2d.  and  the  cost  per  hour  10/7d. 


Refuse  Collection _and  Disposal 


The  number  of  premises  in  thu  Borough  producing  refuse  has  now  reached 
the  1 ,000  mark. 


One  side  loading  7  cubic  3rard  vehicle  is  at  present  used  with  a  driver/ 
loader  .and  loader  who  are  supplemented  for  1  or  2  days  a  week  by  an  extra 
loader  as  required. 


The  existing  refuse  tip  at  the  Warren  will  function 
before  being  filled  buy  labour  and  materials  will  soon  be 
the  hygienic  standard  of  disposal. 

Wastepaper  and  cardboard  continued  to  be  collected, 


for  several  more  years 
necessary  to  raise 


baled  and  sold. 


Rodent  Control 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  statistics  supplied  to  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  fisheries  nd  Food  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1938;~ 


Number  of  properties 

Number  of  properties  surveyed 

Number  of  properties  infested  and  treated 


1  ,101 

43 

43 


One  part-time  rodent  operative  is  employed. 


Food  Safety  and  Hygiene 

The  type  of  food  premises  is  as  follows:- 


Retail  ohops  .oo  . . .  *o.  21 
Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars  . . .  . ..  ...  6 
Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  2 
Shops  and  Stalls  registered  for  Ice  Cream  21 
Licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  2 


Six  sheep  were  slaughtered  at  one  slaughterhouse  only  during  the  year 
and  no  significant  disease  or  condition  was  detected 


Inspection  of  food  premises  were  made  as  far  as  possible. 

Factories 

Ten  inspections  were  made  of  the  V+  permanent  factories  and  3  temporary 
factories  and  1  case  of  unsuitable  sanitary  conveniences  was  dealt  with. 


